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Rejoice Voice

From the Pastor
Advent means coming. Advent is the season we prepare
our lives, our homes, our hearts for the coming of Christ into
our midst. The greatest miracle of all is the incarnation, God
becoming flesh, one of us, one with us.
This time of year, the “coming” is usually the focus of the
Christ child at Christmas that we celebrate on December
25th. It is important to stop and reflect on what the incarnation means for us. It is in the stable of humanity that God has come in
search of us. It is in the depth and darkness of the human experience
that God is found. There is nowhere in the flesh that God has not
come. Come, Lord Jesus!
Coming also has the implication of coming again “to judge the
living and the dead” as we say in the Creed. Christ will come at the end
of all days to fully usher in the Kingdom of righteousness and glory.
When that will be, we do not know. Jesus said He didn’t know, only the
Father. We pray, “Thy Kingdom come” and Luther reminds us that it will
indeed come with out our effort. We pray that we may not hinder its
coming and that we may be part of it. I think more importantly Advent
coming is the preparation of our hearts to welcome the Christ into my
life. Luther said that our hearts are the manger where the Christ child
lays. Come, Lord Jesus!
Throughout Jesus’ life and ministry, the Kingdom of God
was revealed to be a space, a moment of welcome and acceptance, of
healing and reconciliation, of forgiveness and transformation. Advent
reminds us that this has not ended, and the Kingdom hasn’t gone away.
Advent calls us to be alert and look for it and be part of it now! Come,
Lord Jesus!

Whenever and wherever the love of God transforms self-centered
humans and leads us to reconciliation and healing, inspires us to welcome, enables us to forgive - the Kingdom of God has come! It’s there
in the feeding of the hungry, clothing the naked, housing the homeless,
lifting up the downtrodden, binding up the broken—hearted… Come,
Lord Jesus!
Jesus is calling us to not so much look for signs of His
coming but rather to BE signs of His coming. That is what is behind the
ARK (Acts of Rejoice in Kindness) emphasis. Be a sign, ARK someone
with God’s love. Show them the Jesus that has come to you. Jesus is
calling us to shine as bright as the sun and moon and stars as we show
forth the light of Christ in a dark and lonely world. Come, Lord Jesus,
come!
Continued on page 2….
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From the Pastor,

continued from pg 1

He has come. He is coming and He will come again and again and again. So, find some
ways this month to be a light, to be a pointer, to be an ARK-er and show others the Christ who
lives in you and lives for all.

Pastor Doug

God saw the world falling to ruin because of

fear and immediately acted to call it back with
love. God invited it by grace, preserved it by
love, and embraced it with compassion.
-Peter Chrysologus 5th century

Christmas Eve Worship In Person and Live
Streamed 7:00 p.m.
There will be one service both in person and Facebook Live streamed
at 7:00pm, December 24th.

President’s Report
Despite the colder temperatures and upcoming winter, we enter Advent and prepare for the new birth
and life that a new church year brings. We continue to have much to rejoice in! Our annual meeting
is scheduled for Sunday, December 12 at 9:00 am. This is a time for us to gather as a faith community to recap our year of ministry and set the path for a new one. It is a time to learn, share ideas, be
inquisitive, and recommit to the work God is calling us to do. I personally invite each of you to be an
integral part of that meeting and engage your voice as a member.
As we wind down this year, Council has been hard at work preparing the upcoming budget, managing
the stewardship campaign, and renegotiating our agreement with Community of Saint John. Many
thanks to Janet Juliano who ran our stewardship campaign and for enhancing our video equipment
for online worship. While the Call Committee remains focused on identifying and interviewing potential pastoral candidates, the Council remains engaged in exploring partnerships with other congregations through the Anchor Church initiatives.
Lastly, I ask that each of you consider engaging in prayer and bible study during this season of Advent and beyond. We can only share the message of Christ when we are filled with it ourselves. We
have many to choose from including our Advent devotionals, Wednesday evening women’s study,
Thursday evening study and Sunday mornings after worship.
I’d like to share a special note of thanks to our Council leaders and Committee chairs. Your leadership is truly appreciated and impactful in keeping Rejoice active and following God’s call.
In Christ’s love,
Bethany Bryant
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Call Committee Update
December, 2021
As I think about the past year, I am thankful for the call committee members who have continued to diligently listen for God’s guidance to help us identify a candidate to recommend to Council and to you for
our next Pastoral leader, and for Pastor Doug who has faithfully led us for almost 2 years. Tonight (Nov
28) we interviewed a candidate who we would like to continue conversations with
regarding a more
permanent call, and we will keep you posted as those conversations continue. I don’t know where the
conversations will or won’t lead, but God does.
This whole process reminds me of Peter leaving the boat and walking on the water towards Jesus. We
are not sure what the future holds, but if we trust God, and do what He calls us to do, it will result in
something even better than what we can imagine. The boat pictured below is a modern day replica of the
kind of watercraft Peter and the other disciples would have been in when the storm described in Matthew
14 came up. Chris and I had the opportunity to take a brief cruise on one during our visit to Israel in
2019. It isn’t very substantial and can be nerve wracking in a storm! But when Jesus calms the seas and
the sun comes out, we are reminded that He is in control. As long as we keep our eyes on Him, He will
clear the storm and we will be reminded, yet again, that God’s Got This.
Merry Christmas from the call committee! We ask you to keep Pastor Doug, the call committee, and our
synodical leaders in your prayers. Thank you,
Russ Ackerman
Chris Bryant
Tom Freborg
Felicia Leipzig

Carla Maurer
Marilyn Olzmann
Ellen Wisbar
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Rejoice receives ELCA NEO Senior Transportation Grant
Rejoice recently received a grant for $5500 for senior transportation from the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the ELCA.
Bethany Bryant became aware of the grant through a synod Finance Committee connection with
NEO synod Bishop Barbins. The funding was obtained through the Elderly Person’s Assistance Fund
which exists “for the care and assistance of elderly persons to provide them with monetary help,
medical help, food, clothing, and recreation.”
Requirements and usage of the grant include:
—60 years of age or older
—$10 pick up fee per round trip unless going to Hudson Food Pantry, any local church service or
activity, or qualified as low income through Jennifer McKinley at 234-380-9303.
—use includes grocery shopping, errands, medical appointments, social events within a mile of the
Hudson City School District borders
—up to 5 round trips, with one being up to 70 miles round trip for non-emergency medical trips (like
Cleveland Clinic or any Akron hospital)
Please call Jeff Adelman at Sedan or Van Transportation, 330-256-6422, to set up your transportation needs (24-hour notice is recommended). Transportation is available 7 days/week.
Please share with your friends and other seniors who you think could benefit.
Thank you to Bethany Bryant for suggesting this grant and to Tim Boebel for tracking the spending
against the grant and paying the vendor, Sedan or Van Transportation.
Grant Application Elderly Person's Assistance Fund
Northeastern Ohio Synod, ELCA
“The Elderly Persons' Assistance Fund shall exist for the care and assistance of elderly persons to provide
them with monetary help, medical help, food, clothing, and recreation”
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Pastor Doug’s Bible Study
Pastor Doug’s Bible study Thursdays 7pm on Zoom. We’re going through the book of Romans.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86751292678?pwd=KzRYdzlEUC9vRnVOQm5xd3J2azB0Zz09
Meeting ID: 867 5129 2678
Passcode: 873888

CHRISTIAN UNITY PRAYER SERVICE AND LUNCHEON SCHEDULED FOR
JANUARY 20, 2022
In celebration of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, Hudson churches are planning the annual
interdenominational prayer service and luncheon scheduled for Thursday, January 20, 2022 at 10:00
AM. St. Mary Catholic Church in Hudson, located at 340 N. Main St., will host the event. This year

the service will be in-person following CDC COVID guidelines for safety. Masks are not mandatory,
but are encouraged for all (except during lunch). The ecumenical prayer service, led by local clergy,
will focus on the theme, “We saw his star in the East, and we came to worship him” (Matthew 2:2)
Rev. Lawrence Jurcak, St. Mary Parish, Hudson, will give the sermon.

The resources for this year's Week of Prayer for Christian Unity have been prepared by a group of
Middle Eastern clergy and laypeople.
Ticket holders will enjoy a box lunch catered by Nosh, immediately following the service. The box
lunch options are a chicken salad sandwich made with almonds, red grapes, and herb mayonnaise
on multi-grain bread or creamy Havarti and artichoke vegetarian sandwich with baby arugula and
basil aioli on artisan bread. Lunch also includes pasta salad and a dark chocolate chip cookie with
sea salt. Coffee, tea, and bottled water will also be available. You will need to make your lunch

selection when you purchase your ticket.

Our featured speaker after the luncheon is Rev. Nayiri Karjian, from Living Water Association. Nayiri
has been serving as the General Minister of the Association since February 2018. An Armenian
Christian born and raised in Aleppo, Syria, Nayiri graduated with a Bachelor of Arts from Haigazian
University, and Near East School of Theology, Beirut Lebanon; and with a Master of Divinity degree
from Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster, PA. Since her ordination in 1985 she has served
UCC congregations in Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Connecticut, Wisconsin, Chicago, Houston, St Louis,
and Colorado Springs. Nayiri has shared her gifts both as settled and transitional Minister, including
numerous board and committees on the UCC National Setting.
The ticket price is $15.00 per person for the luncheon and speaker portion of the event. Tickets are
available now, see Carla Maurer or Ginny Pillsbury. Make checks for tickets payable to Rejoice Lutheran Church. Reservation deadline is January 9, 2022.
The prayer service is free and open to all; it does not require a ticket to attend.
The week of Prayer for Christian Unity has been celebrated throughout the world since 1908 and it
has been celebrated in Hudson since 1968. The Christian Unity Prayer Service brings the churches
from our community together through prayer and praise, reflecting the prayer of Jesus Christ, “That
all might be one” (John 17:21).

Representatives from the following churches and organizations have participated in planning this
event: Christ Church Episcopal, First Congregational Church of Hudson, Hudson United Methodist
Church, Laurel Lake Retirement Community, Rejoice! Lutheran Church, St. Mary Parish, and Western
Reserve Christian Church.
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Food Pantry Update
Rejoice has housed the Hudson Community Service Association Food Pantry since 2012. The Pantry
provides individuals and families in the Hudson School district with food. Our neighbors are able to shop
for free food based on income guidelines set by the Food Emergency Assistance Program.
Since August our neighbors have been able to shop once a month inside the Food Pantry using a grocery
cart. Groceries they may choose from have included non perishable food items, personal items, paper
towels, toilet paper, laundry soap, bakery products, fresh produce, meat, milk, cheese and butter.
To serve those neighbors, which has included 30 families with about 100 individuals on the fourth Saturday except in November and December when it is the third Saturday, takes at least 4 trips to the Akron Canton Foodbank to pick up orders that are about 500 pounds. Many of the items listed above are
donated by churches and organizations in order to obtain items not available at the Foodbank. With the
approval of the Board of the Hudson Community Service Association a commercial refrigerator-freezer
was purchased and received in November. By installing that unit the Pantry is able to order meat at a very
reduced cost from the Foodbank. Also, when items such as butter or cheese appear on the Foodbank list
they can be ordered since there is a place to refrigerate those items.
The Food Pantry Committee of the Hudson Community Service Association makes the policy decisions
for the Pantry. By January 2022 a chair should be elected who will work with the committee. Ginny Pillsbury represents Rejoice in the HCSA and is on the Food Pantry committee. John and Felicia Leipzig and
Patti Rinehart have been working on the running of the Food Pantry. Sue Talarcek has begun working on
donations whether it be food drives by groups in Hudson or specific items like laundry soap. There are
several more people who are just beginning to learn parts of the operation. The goal is to have a team of
people working on the Food Pantry.
s setting up. distribution setting up and then 2 hours while our neighbors shop. The day is exhausting b

Distribution Saturdays requires placing and picking up orders from the Akron Canton Foodbank. Over the
course of 4 weeks before Distribution usually 4 orders are placed for food that can be 400 pounds
each. Volunteers then drive to the Foodbank to load the orders and bring the orders to the Food Pantry.
On the Thursday before Distribution 4 Hudson High School Key Club members work 2 hours setting up.
Then on Saturday about 15 volunteers (Hudson League for Service and Rotary Hudson have gotten volunteers to work the last 3 months) who have signed up to work many weeks before, spend about an hour
organizing the produce and bakery items. Distribution requires several people who can use the computer
to register our neighbors. At this point a grocery cart is taken by a neighbor who then makes choices in
the Food Pantry, from tables in the Narthex, from produce tables in the hall and finally in the kitchen for
meat, cheese and milk. The three hours of work are exhausting but are a very rewarding experience. Our
neighbors are always very appreciative of the food they are able to select.
tv
rewarding for all who have
spent the 3 hours serving our
neighbors.
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Rejoice Holiday Fellowship Dinner at Barrel Lodge, Nov 20

Ellen & Chris Wisbar
Prs. Doug Fidler and Deborah Wissner

Liz Franke, George Arnold, Judy, Inge Osborne, Joyce &
Bill Clothier, Prs. Doug Fidler & Deborah Wissner, Paul
& Monica Leszek, Sue Simmons, Marisa McLelland

Tim & Judi Boebel, Juliet Jaeger & Frank Pancake, Janet Juliano

Brian & Ginny Pillsbury, Dee & Pete Moore
Sue Simmons

Mike & Sue Carter, Ellen & Chris Wisbar,
Carla Maurer

Inge Osborne
Paul & Monica Leszek
George Arnold and friend Judy
Wendy Klukow and Sue Carter,
looking at new baby pics!
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Evening Women’s Bible Study

—Via

Zoom

The Women’s Bible Study group is studying a
new book, “Psalms: Prayers of the Heart ”.
No pressure, no homework! Just fellowship
time with Christian friends studying God’s
Word.
Join us Wednesdays at 8:00p.m. on Zoom.
The link is https://johncarrolluniversity.zoom.us/j/628894291
Contact Lisa Ramsey with questions/problems at lmramsey@roadrunner.com or 234.380.2090

December Birthdays
6
15
16
17

Rejoice Annual Congregational Meeting

Chelsea Yanda
Evan Juliano
Mike Ramsey
Felicia Leipzig

December
Anniversaries

Sunday, December 12, 9:00am join in person or on
Zoom. (Link will be sent closer to the meeting date)
3

Chris & Ellen Wisbar

Acts of Rejoice Kindness—”ARK’d”

Pick up a “You’ve been ARK’d” card at Church and send a “Thank You” to
someone who has been a blessing in your life. Do an act of kindness for a
stranger, a neighbor and give them a “You’ve been ARK’d card. These are
simply ways to let the community know that we love and care for them!

If you do not see your
birthday or anniversary listed,
or it is incorrect, please help
us update our info. Contact
Carla
Maurer
at
office@rejoicelc.org

From the Treasurer
We paid for investments in new sound/video equipment, computers for the
office & sound board and to update the Rejoice website during October.
Tim Boebel

October 2021 Financial Report
Oct Actual Oct Budget
2021

INCOME:
General Revenue
Capital Revenue
Other
Total Income
EXPENSES:
General Expense
Capital Expense
Total Expenses
VARIANCE
Total Variance
Benevolence Giving

Oct Variance to
Budget

YTD Actual YTD Budget

YTD Variance to 2021 Budget
Budget

$5,172
$2,734
$4,609
$12,515

$7,709
$2,667
$1,458
$11,834

($2,537)
$67
$3,151
$681

$84,017
$29,608
$73,394
$187,019

$77,084
$26,667
$14,591
$118,342

$6,933
$2,941
$58,803
$68,677

$92,500
$32,000
$17,510
$142,010

$13,443
$4,000
$17,443

$7,685
$4,000
$11,685

($5,758)
$0
($5,758)

$156,754
$45,182
$201,936

$80,846
$40,000
$120,846

($75,908)
($5,182)
($81,090)

$101,078
$48,000
$149,078

($4,928)

$149

($14,917)

($2,504)

$0

$417

$3,750

$4,167

($417)

($7,068)
($417)

$5,000

REJOICE! LUTHERAN CHURCH
7855 Stow Rd.
Hudson, Ohio 44236
Phone: 330-653-5980
E-mail: office@rejoicelc.org

We’re on the web!
www.rejoicelc.org

Paying it Forward
Rejoice has been so
blessed by many mission
partners. Let us pay it
forward to others. out of
our blessings!

Schedule of 3rd Sunday
Loose Offering for
2021:
December - Rejoice
Samaritan Fund

New Rejoice
Website
The new Rejoice website
has been updated. Check it
out! Note that you can now
make donations to Rejoice
via PayPal, which is linked
to the website.

www.rejoicelc.or

Christmas Caroling and Advent Devotions
There will be Indoor Christmas Caroling 1 p.m. December 5th. We will Live
Stream it and put it on our website. We are working to make it shareable to
send it to Hattie Larlham, to people who can not get out and for members to
share with friends and family. Contact Janet Juliano if you are interested.
This year's Advent Devotion book is A Thrill of Hope. This is free from Crosswalk. Janet can send you a download of the devotion. It will also be on
a
Rejoice Facebook site. Those who sign up, can share their insights and
prayers. Please contact Janet Juliano at jayeljay1@yahoo.com for further information.
On Wednesday’s at 7 p.m. there will be short Live Streamed Devotions around
the 4 candles of the Advent Wreath: Includes Song, Reading, Short activity/
presentation about the theme of the week.

Week 1: Hope (or promise); Week 2: Preparation (or waiting or prophecy);
Week 3: Joy (or peace); Week 4: Love (or adoration).

Greeting Cards

The Care team is now sending greeting cards to people on our
Prayer List. The cards will be available on Sunday morning for all
to sign. If you want a card sent to someone, please provide and
address to the office.

Rejoice Care Committee:
Please let any of the following know if any congregation members
experience sickness, a death in the family, new babies, or other situations where we might be of some assistance.
George Arnold, Joyce Clothier, Judi Boebel, Carla Maurer, Paige
Giannetti

