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Sunday Worship   

at 

Rejoice! Lutheran Church 
 

Worship:  Sundays 

10:00am  

(In-person, FaceBook Live, or 

posted later on our website) 

 

Sunday School:  (TBD) 

ou r  m i s s io n   
“To rejoice in, and share 

the good news of Jesus Christ  

with all people” 

 

From the Pastor 
Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone.  You shall love 

the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 

your might.   Deuteronomy 6 
 

As Moses is reciting all of the commandments to the people 
before they enter the Promised land, he is reminding them 
that life with God is an everyday thing.  It is for all of life.  You 
cannot compartmentalize your life outside of the life you have 
with the Lord your God!   Make sure that your hips and your 

lips are moving in the same direction, so that you become what the law, the 
Torah (teachings) intend.  The “Hear O Israel…” is the creed for every faith-
ful Jew.  It is recited when one gets up and when one lies down, when one 
comes in  and goes out.  It is all of life because without the Lord God- there 
is … nothing.  

But what about….  there are many things that call out for our atten-
tion, our allegiance, our devotion; family, sports, work, politics, shopping, 
hobbies and passions…  How many emails do you receive from venders 
you have used?  They want your allegiance.   Give money to a charity or 
political issue and you’re on the list because they want your devotion to 
their cause.   Indians, Browns, Buckeyes… name your sport, not only do 
they want you at a game or watching it but also wearing it.  It’s not just for 
gametime but every day!        

It’s simple marketing; create or acknowledge a need and show how 
your product or event meets that need better than anything else.  Religion 
comes from the Latin meaning to bind, to connect.  So much of Deuterono-
my, Jesus’ teaching and Paul’s elaboration is that politics is religious.  Busi-
ness is religious.  Education is religious. Family relationships are religious.  
Yes, even entertainment is religious, and you guessed it, sports is religious.  
Did you know that as of September 1, 2021 it will have been 3566 days 
since Michigan beat Ohio State in football (not that I am religious about this 
at all.)   

You see, all these can very easily be things we worship, devote our 
lives toward.  I think what scripture spells out clearly is that humans are, by 
nature religious beings.  We long for connection to something outside of 
ourselves.  We consciously or unconsciously are driven by what we believe 
about fundamental realities in life.  When we talk about left or right political-
ly, we are attempting to define our desires, drives, decisions, and ultimate 
aims in life: Who am I? Where am I? What's wrong with me and the world? 
And what can be done -- or has been done -- to fix it?  These are religious 
questions, that is, they define how we conduct ourselves relative to ultimate 
realities, as well as with families, sports, business, etc...   
Deuteronomy says that there are no "secular" arenas of life. None. It is as 
impossible for humans to be non-religious as it is for sand pipers on the 
beach to be non-sand pipers. A non-religious human is a contradiction.  We 
are 100% religious whether we claim to be or not. It is how God made us to 
be.        Continued on page 2…. 
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From the Pastor, continued from pg 1 
 

When we view the actions of our neighbors, friends, our nation, our leaders, the world in gen-
eral and particularly ourselves know that what we are watching are actions driven (for good or ill) by 
religious impulses.   

Our Sunday Epistle readings are now from the book of James where he urges the people of 
God to get their hips and their lips moving together, putting feet to your faith.  What you do and what 
you profess are the religious actions of your life IN Christ.  Your needs, your hopes and dreams, your 
purpose in life, are met here in Christ.  So, cheer on the Buckeyes, love your family, ardently support 
a political candidate, enjoy a Pepsi, have your cake and eat it too but know that underneath it all, the 
foundation of all that was, is and ever shall be is God’s extravagantly generous 
love that showers over us, God’s relentless forgiveness that makes all things new, 
and God’s Spirit that calls, gathers, enlightens and aligns us in Him.  It begins 
here- heart, soul and might and it ends here with the Lord God alone.   That’s our 
true religion and without the Lord our God, how connected (how religious) are we, 
really? 

Say connected my friends.  Rejoice!  
 

  Pastor Doug  

President’s Report 
 
Where did the summer go?   We have had a tremendously busy summer at Rejoice.  Yet many of us 
look forward to returning to some routine each fall.  We have seen strong worship attendance this 
summer.  We have also focused on improvements in our property, including new air conditioners, new 
parking lot, and new technology.  Many thanks to Chris Wisbar for leading several of those ef-
forts.  Our new website refresh is nearing completion and should be rolled out in the next month.   

Thank you also to many of you who attended our recent congregational discussions regarding the call 
process and next steps.  Your feedback is critical to help the Call Committee refine our congregation-
al profile.  If you did not have an opportunity to attend one of those discussions and would like to pro-
vide input, please reach out to Ellen Wisbar or myself, or others on Council and the Call Committee.   

This fall we will start to engage more actively with a return to weekly bible studies led by Pastor Doug, 
additional fellowship and outreach activities including our upcoming Labor Day picnic on Sept. 6, and 
our National Day of Service opportunities on Sept. 11.  This is a time to re-engage and invite others to 
participate.   I encourage all of us to reach out to our existing members and those not already within 
the Rejoice community to invite participation and activate the love of Christ! 

Bethany Bryant 

President 
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Rejoice Updated Covid Guidelines—adapted from CDC guidelines 
The Worship Committee met and came up with the following: 

1. If you are fully vaccinated against Covid and are 14 days beyond your last shot, you do not have to 
mask or maintain 6 feet, but may if you wish.  You no longer have to sit in a designated row. 

2.If you are not fully vaccinated or are not beyond 14 days of the final shot, please continue to mask and 
remain spacing. 

3. If you wish to sit within 6 feet of a non-masked person, please ask first as they may wish to continue to 
spacing for personal reasons like having family members who have not had their shots. 

4. We will continue to have chairs in the Fellowship areas to provide extra spacing opportunities. 

5. We will continue to have masks and disinfectant available for those who want them. 

 

Janet Juliano 

Worship Committee 

Fall Women’s Retreat! 

Attention Ladies!   
 

Announcing that the Fall Women's Retreat is on and IN PERSON for: 

October 8 - 10, 2021 at Lake Chautauqua Lutheran Center!  
 

Our theme is “When Jesus Walks Toward Us”  based on Matthew 14:27b.  All information including regis-

tration form is online.  You can also access this information at the Rejoice Lutheran Church website  or 

at https://www.rejoicelc.org/activities/ 

Registration deadline August 31  HAS BEEN EXTENDED with a deposit of $75.00 .   

All women are invited  and encouraged to attend.   
 

We are so excited to offer this wonderful weekend of study, laughter and fellowship (and of course, won-

derful food) under the leadership of Pastor Pam Kelly.   

We hope you will prayerfully consider joining us!!  

National Day of Service:  God’s Work Our Hands 
 

This year we will once again participate in the national day of service alongside other congregations 
and community members.  Events are scheduled for September 11.  Please feel free to choose from 
the following local events: 

 

• Hudson’s First Serve Community is partnering with North High School in the Akron School district 
for many projects on Sept. 11 from 8 am - 3 pm. including indoor and outdoor painting, window 
washing, gardening, building shelves and racks, and serving breakfast/lunch to other volun-
teers.   The link to register and select your activity is https://www.eventbrite.com/e/first-serve-
registration-2021-registration-163920156601 

• Donate to “Fill the Cupboard” for the Hudson Food Pantry.   Most needed items include toilet pa-
per, canned tomatoes, cups of fruit or applesauce in 6 packs, baked beans (not pork and beans) 
and Progresso soups 

• Workday at Rejoice on Saturday Sept. 11 from 9 am - 1 pm.  Come help with some spring clean-
ing including washing windows, deep cleaning the kitchen and fridge, and other projects around 
the church.  Feel free to bring your own supplies to assist. 

https://www.rejoicelc.org/activities/
https://www.rejoicelc.org/activities/
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Property Board Update 
 

Many thanks for your contributions toward our new parking lot.  Ant, thanks, too, to Chris Wisbar for 
leading and completing the project.  Here are a few pics from construction day and the completed lot. 
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September Birthdays 

July 2021 Financial Report 

If you do not see your 
birthday or anniversary listed, 
or it is incorrect, please help 
us update our info. Contact 
Carla Maurer at 
office@rejoicelc.org 

Evening Women’s Bible Study —Via 
Zoom 

The Women’s Bible Study group has begun a 
new study called “Following God’s Guidance”.  

No pressure, no homework! Just fellowship 
time with Christian friends studying God’s 
Word. 

Join us Wednesdays at 8:00p.m. on Zoom.  

The link is https://johncarrolluniversity.zoom.us/j/628894291 

Contact Lisa Ramsey with questions/problems at lmram-
sey@roadrunner.com or 234.380.2090 

September  
Anniversaries 

Labor Day Fellowship—RSVP deadline Sept 1!! 
 

Paige and Bob Giannetti will be hosting a Labor Day picnic at their home 
(434 N. Main Street, Hudson) on Monday, September 6 from 12 noon until 
4:00 p.m.  It will be pot-luck, with our hosts providing burgers, brats, hot 
dogs, and chicken.  Please respond by August 30 if you plan to attend, 
along with what you would like to bring, and also any food restrictions.  We 
will follow-up with a group e-mail updating the food list.  If you plan to 
watch the Hudson Parade first (10:00-11:30 a.m.) and have food that 
needs to be kept cool, you may drop off at the Giannetti's prior to the pa-
rade.  Please contact Paige Giannetti 
(paigegiannetti@gmail.com), Marisa McLelland 
(mclellandmarisa@gmail.com) or Ellen Wisbar 
(ellenwisbar@gmail.com) with any questions or 
comments.  Hope you will join us!  Thank you, 
Paige and Bob!   

4 Tim Yanda 

11 Millie Carr 

14 Paige Giannetti 

14 Nick Ramsey 

19 Bethany Bryant 

20 Moira Ackerman 

25 Ashley McLelland 

25 Colette Rubi Marshall 

26 Jill Wisniewski 

18 Tom & Linda Freborg 

2021 

July Actual July Budget 
July Vari-
ance to 
Budget 

YTD Actual YTD Budget 
YTD Vari-
ance to 
Budget 

2021 Budget 

INCOME:               

General Revenue $7,345  $7,709  ($364) $69,385  $53,959  $15,426  $92,500  

Capital Revenue $1,549  $2,667  ($1,118) $22,622  $18,667  $3,955  $32,000  

Other $15,559  $1,458  $14,101  $57,978  $10,213  $47,765  $17,510  

Total Income $24,453  $11,834  $12,619  $149,985  $82,839  $67,146  $142,010  

EXPENSES:               

General Expense $10,267  $7,685  ($2,582) $60,902  $57,789  ($3,113) $101,078  

Capital Expense $4,000  $4,000  $0  $33,182  $28,000  ($5,182) $48,000  

Total Expenses $14,267  $11,685  ($2,582) $94,084  $85,789  ($8,295) $149,078  

VARIANCE               

Total Variance $10,186  $149    $55,901  ($2,950)   ($7,068) 

        

Benevolence Giving $0  $417  ($417) $2,500  $2,917  ($417) $5,000  
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REJOICE! LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Phone: 330-653-5980 
E-mail: office@rejoicelc.org 

We’re on the web! 
www.rejoicelc.org 

Paying it Forward 
Rejoice has been so 

blessed by many  mission 

partners.  Let us pay it 

forward to others. out of 

our blessings! 

In June we resumed our 
practice of sending our  
3rd     Sunday “loose 
offering”  to a local non-
profit/charity.  Below is 
the list of scheduled re-
cipients for the remain-
der of 2021.   

Rejoice Care Committee: 
Please let any of the following know if any congregation members      
experience sickness, a death in the family, new babies, or other situa-
tions where we might be of some assistance. 
 

George Arnold, Joyce Clothier, Judi Boebel, Carla Maurer, Chad Bryant, 
Paige Giannetti  

Food Pantry Collection 
Thank you everyone for your monthly toilet paper donations. We have 
been meeting our goal each month to provide for 35 to 40   families. 
 

I did get a request from the food pantry that 6 or 8 roll packs are pre-
ferred. The larger size helps the toilet paper last longer during the month 
for the clients. Especially our larger families. 
 

Liz Franke  

Church Council member  

Schedule of 3
rd

 Sunday 

Loose Offering for 

2021: 

September – ELCA Lu-

theran Disaster Response 

October – Lake Chautau-

qua Lutheran Center/

Camp 

November – OASIS Youth 

Program (either for devotion-

al books or funds to support 

their program) 

December - Rejoice      

Samaritan Fund 

Hudson Mart 
The Hudson Mart (on the Gazebo Green), Sunday Sept. 5 from 10-5 is 
where any Hudsonite who registers on line can sell their arts, crafts, cre-
ative talents. (Sean Giannetti will have a table and sell his poetry book 
for donations to the Center for Autism and Dramatic Arts.  


